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Copy of Letter to Owner
Subject:RV Steer Axie Slack Adjusters

Daar Freightliner Custom Chasais Vehicle Owner:

Thia notice k& sant to you In accordance with tha mquirsments of the Mational Traffic and Motor Vishlcle' Sefety Act
and the Canadian Motor Vehiclea Sajaty Act.

Freightliner LLC, on behalf of itz wholiy-ownad subsidiary, Fraightlinar Custom Chasasis Corporatlon, has
determined that a dafect which effects metor wehicla safety existe on Specific Freightiiner Cuetem Chassis RV
modals XG, XCA and VCL manufactured batwaen January 1, 1997, and Juna 30, 2000, equipped with Indapandsnt
frant suspenaion "only” and specific Mertor slack adjustars.

The subject vehicles may experfance an inablity to achieve full 50 degree wheel cut due to Interference with tha -
adjuating nut hitiing the front axis knuckle post. This will srly happen when the bmicee are appited and a full turm
to aither directlon is attempted, Should & loas of staering or reduction In braking occur, this esuld resuit In avehlda '

crash without prior wamng.
The modification consists of repkacing the slack adjusters,

Rapalr kits are now avellable for authorlzad dealers to order. You should contact your authorized dealer to arrange
te hava your vehicla{e) modified and to aesure that paris ara avallable at the dealer.

Whean you contact your daaler, refar to campaign numbar FL2DAB, Oneg kit(e) are racelved at the dnulamnh,
the modification will taike approximately 1-1/4 hour and wil be parformad at ne chiarge to you.

IMPORTANT: When the recall haa been compieted, plsase ansure that a sticker has bean affbead 1 your vehicls o '

refarencing FL280ADB end the date the work was performed. o
K you do net own the vehicle that comesponds to the Kdantification numbar(s) which appear on the Racall L

Notlficetion, pleasa retum the notification to the Warmnty Campalgns Bepartment with eny informatlon you can - .. "
furnish that will aasist us in locating the present owner. If you heva leaeed this vehicie, please maka sure Il'lu_ SR

netification is immediately forwardad to the leeses.

If you are unable to have the defect mmadied without charge and within & reasonable time after you tm:lar the
vahicle for rapalr, please contact the Warranty Campaigns Depertment at {800) 547-0712, 7:00 am. to 4:30 pum. - ..
Paclfic Time, Monday through Friday, or the Custorner Assletence Conter at (800) FTL-HELR, efter normal busineas - .- -

houre. You may aleo wish to notify the Adminietrator, Nafional Highway Traffle Safety Administration, 400 #th Streat -
5.W., Washington, D.C. 20580, or phone (888) 32?-4235 it yoaur vehicle I3 involed in the Canadlan portlon, you
may nol:lfy the Managar, Racall am:l Public Compllance, Aoad and Motar Vahicla Traffic Safety Branch, Transport

Canada, Ottawa, Oritarlo, or phone (613) 983-9851.
satety.

WARRANTY CAMPAIGNS DEFPARTMENT
Enclosure
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We regret any incorvenlence this action may cause, but fesl certain you understand our Interest In motor ﬁhic}a- - .
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Work Instructions
Subject: RV Steer Axle Slack Adjusters

MODELS AFFECTED: Specific Frelghtlinar Custom Chasals RV

- modals XC, XCA, and VCL manuiaciured betwean Jenuary 1, 1887,
and June 30, 2000, squippad with Independent front suspansion
*anly" and apecific Markor slack adjustars.

Slack Adjuster Replacemerd

1.

Park the vehicla on s leval sudaca, shut down the engine, and apply the parking brakes. Chock the rear tires.

2. Check the jrontwall under tha dash on tha driver's side af the vehicla for 8 campletion labal (Form W-147). %

MERITOR AUTOMATIC SLACK ADJUSTER REMOVAL - {-*::3;._‘?

the camplation lebel for Recall FL288 is found or if Qunite awtomets stack adjusters are installed on the staar :
axle, no turther work Is required. Remova tha chocks from the mear tires. o

Remcwva the retalner ¢lips from the lame and emg!l clavis ping. Remove the clavia pins. i
Using & scrawdrivar or en equivaient tool, pry the pawl button out about 1/32 inch (0.8 mm). Saa Flg;

2. _':
WBn‘ga the ool n place, Pii-pawla are spring-lmdad when the tool ie removed, the pull-pew! will sngage ﬂ-,,.. "
teeth automatically.

3. Using a wrench, manually tum the square adjustihg nut clockwisa (as If fightaning a nght-mmt H'lmndad .
fagtensr) to move the slack adjuster ewsy from the clevis. See Fig. 2. :

4. Aamwwe and save the snap ring and washars (shims) that secure the slack adjustar In place on mn hrnka-
camshaft. | .

5. Remove the slack aduster from tha camshafl.

IR ZCEE EEE
N B T
DSV IO4 MEDESSA
A. Inanrt a acrewdriver hora to pry the puli-pawl button
out about 1432 Inch (0.8 mm).
Fig. 1, Pull-Prwi Asssmbly R
Tum the manual edusting nut clockwdss. L

Fig. 2, Neritor Slack Adjuster Removal
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B. Ramowva tha clevis from tha brake chamber pushrod. Do not remove the clevis jam nut.

GUNITE AUTOMATIC SLACK ADJUSTER INSTALLATION

IMPORTANT: When Installing or replacing a Gunlte automatic slack adjuetar, & new collar lock clevis must be
inetallad.

1. Place tha 1-1/4-inch locknut on tha brake chamber pushrad against the 58-Inch Jam nut. Sea Fig. 3.
2. Coat the end of the pushrad with antieeize compound and thread the collar nut onto the pushrod. Do it
tighten the jam nut yst.
3. inziall the new clevis on the slack adjuster. Sea Flg. 4.
3.1  Adign the holes in the naw clavis with thoes in the alack aduster.
3.2 Apply antisgiza compound to the clavis pins.
3.3 Inamwt tha largs and small clevis ping In the holes and secure with cotir ping,
4. inanl the autornatle slack adjugter on the brake camshatft.
4.1 Coat the camehaft epiines and sfack ad|uster gear splines with & rust-preventive greaes.

DOy 2YE000 tezzies
1. Clwis Pin, 144 In 6. Lockmut, 1-1/4 In
2. Cl=vis Pin, 1/2 1n 7. CoRar Lock Clenda
3. Collar Hut, 3/4 In 8. Black Adjuster
4 Pushrod 9. Cam Shatt
. 1. Adjusting Hexnut 8. Clevis
5. Jam Nut, 58 in 10, Adjusting Hexnul g g;;tm Fiiting 7 Eﬁ: EE' 1ﬁ:lr\
. 3, Slack Ad|uster Instalotion ' 8. , T4-In
Fig. 3. Ad| 4. Enk 2. Oraase Rallef
5. Brake Chember Opening
Pushrod 10. Slack Adjuster Spiine
Fig. 4, GQunits Siack Ad|ustar

Pege &
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42 Using the old snap ring and washers, install the slack adjuster on the camshaft. Make sure the alack

43

®

8.1
B.2
63
B4

adjuster Is shimmed correctly. Thare should ba at least one washar on sach slda of the slack adjuster,

Chack the and play, Thers should Be no mare than 1/18-inch (1.8 mm) and play. Adjust the shims, as
neaded.

Tom the 7H6-inch adjusting hexnut clockwise unil the collar nut is positioned Inside the clevis housing. -
Uring tha gauga supplied with the new slack edjuster, adjust the clevie. See Fig. 6.

Plase the 1/2-inch hole in the gauge over tha end of the large clevis pin.
Align the applicable 1/4-inch hels In the lower part of the gauge with the centar of the camshatft.
Tumn the 3/4-Inch collar nut untl] all of the smed clevis pin is visitle in the notched area of the gauge.

Chack the alignment of the iower part of the gauge again, Tha 1/44nch halg mmagaugemuutaﬁll I;vn '
cantered on the camshsdt. -

IMPORTANT: The pushrod must be inatalled in the clevis at least 1/2 inch (13 mm) and not extend hsyund rt
more than 1/8 inch (3 mm). _

8.5

Malo awa thera is at lsast 172 Inch (13 mm) of thread sngagemant between the clevis andﬂup-.lsﬁn:d .
Also, chack that the pushrad does not axtand through the clevis mors than 1/3 inch (3 mm). See Fig.8.. -

« I tha pushrod i 1o long, mark I, ramove the clevis, and cut the pushrod to the comact iength. -

2200

1. Ingtallation Gauge
2. Notched Area on (Qauge Ce
3. Small Clevie Pin _ T

A Minimum /2 Inch (13 mm}. T
B. Maximum 1/8 Inch {& mm). : R

Fig. 8, Cheok Pushrod Engagement

BIxar

Fig- &, Clwia Ad|ustment
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» |f the pushrod is too short, remave the clevis and pushrod, and cut and install a new ona.
7. Thread the 1-1/4-inch locknut onto tha clevis and tightan 40 to 50 Ibf-ft (54 to 68 N-m).
8. Tigkten the 5B-nch Jam nut against the locknut. Tightan the jam nut 40 to SO Iaf-ft (54 to 88 N.m).

A\ CAUTION

Be sure to tighten the jam nut. Fallure o do 30 may allow the collar nut to twm, which eowld prmnt the
sutometic siack sdjuster from working cormectly.

Brake Adjustmant

1. Hahathafmntulaandplamsahtystandsmdnrmafmmanrula.Basuraﬂ'ﬁstnndumllsuppanﬂm _ _

weight of the vehicle.
2. Fully releasa tha braiae. The brake chambar puehrod must be futly retractad,
Set the inltlal brake chamber stroke {coarsa adjustrmant).
3.1  Turn the adjusting hexnut clockwise untll the brake linings contact the drum.

3.2 Then, tum the acjusting hexnut counterclockwies 1/2-tum. There shoukd be about 30 bf-ft {41 Nwn)
reglstance and you will hear a ratcheting socund. '

4. Measurs ard ediust tha fraa-stroke.

41  Measure the distance from the bottom of the braks chamber to the cemtar of the large clevis pin. See
Fig- 7, Ref. A, Bacord this meazuremsent ag dimanslon A.

42 Using a pry bar us a levar, move the slack adjl.lshar undll the hraks lininge contact the braks drum.

43 Measwa the distance from the bottom of the brake chamber to the center of the large clevig pin agah
See Flg. 6, Ral. B. Racond this measurasmant as dimension B.

HEMMb

A. Brakes relsased. B. Brakes epplled,
Fig. 7, Maasurs tha Stroks

Page &
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Tha free-stroke should bo 5/8 10 3/4 nch (16 1o 19 mwn). I it I8 not, fumn tha adjusting nut in e required
dinaction. Than, maasure ths fraa-strole again and readjust It undl it ls corract.

5, Measums and adjust tha appliad chamber stroks (fine adjustment}.

5.1
5.2

53

54

Start the sngine and bulld alr pressure to 100 psi (B89 kPa). Shut down the engine.

Fully apply the brakes. Then, measws the distance from the bottom of the brake chambaer to the cerntar
of the large clevis pin. Sea Fig. 6, Ref. B. Record this measurement as dmenslon C.

Subtrect dimension A {measured n tha pravious stap) from dimaneion G, The differance batwean thesa
measurements ks the appliad chamber stroke.

The applied chambar atroka must not excaad the velue (lsted i Table 4. K the stroke Is not comract,
m"rIm ﬂm f:d]um hexniut in the retuired direction. Then, measure the applied sinke again and adusi
Ru & GO s

Chamber Sizs Maxdmuam Chambar Stroks, In {mm)
Standand Stroke Long Stroke
;g 1-2/4 (44) 2 (51
o4 e 4y 2 (51} 1/2 incht mied atohe
2-1/4 (B3 —Fnch ratect atroke
a0 2 (51) 2112 (57}

Table 4, Maxknure Ad]justed Brake Chambar Stroke

IMPCORTANT: Make aure there is clearance batween the slack adjuster and cther vehicle components whan ﬁ& ';'”
brakes are applled and the push rod travels s maximuam stroke. R

6. Apply the parking brakas.
7. Rsmave the aafety atande and kwer the front axde, Ramowe the chocks from the tras.

Brake Test

A\ WARNING

Do nat oporate the vehicle untll the brakes have bsen checksd for proper aparation. To do 80 Gotild m; _'

In Inndequate or no braking sbllity, which could oauss peraonal Injury or death, and property llllnlgm :
1. Before you put the vehicie in service, check for proper brake opevation In a eafe araa. T

1.1
1.2

Apply ard releass the brales several times to check for proper operation,
Periorm several low-speed staps to ensura full vehicle confrol

2. Enter the racalt number and the date the wori wag parformed on a comgletion lebel (Form W-147), Gfean an
area on the frontwall wnder the dash on the driver's side of the vehicle and attach the labal. P

Fage s -



